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THE BEST TEAM IN THE WORLD
Find out which team is the best on planet and how they are managed? Who is their coach and which players are signed on 
to this team? Do they score goals like every other team? Find out on page two.

BOOK REVIEW
We review the best books everyone ought to read, from fiction to classic spirituals and motivationals, you name it. The 
book of the month is Gaps by Ayo Stilo Oni

The EDITOR’S Letter

INTERVIEW
The sizzling interview with Ike Amadi, founder of the LaFamily is a must read. He shares how the vision to read the bible 
with milions online, started. His advice to the youth is profound

WELCOME TO CHURCH
We bring you church right in front of your screens. Enjoy a timeless message from the father of faith teachings Kenneth 
E. Hagin.

FICTION
For those that love fiction.Here is a good read selected for you from our book of the month. A story about how an adulter-
ous woman found another dimension of love than she had ever known.

DID YOU KNOW?
Find out some amazing facts you never had a clue about in our did you know section.

TOP TEN
Top ten bible verses on love.

POETRY
       Beautifull written poetry by Damilare. Titled Hello same as Adele’s hit song but its not from the other side.

FOR THE LADIES
         Heart to heart talk from a lady to other ladies encouraging them to pursue sexual purity.Her choice of words portray 
wisdom. Ini is truly Representing as a  lady of Christ

MOVIES
Who doesnt love a good movie. The much talked about STAR WARS is not just a movie to watch with friends and have a 
good time but there are a couple of lessons we can learn from the movie as Christians



F r o m  t h e  E d i t o r

What started out as an idea, an inspiration, a nudge on the in-
side has finally come to reality. A pen and paper was close 
by and the vision was written down, we ran with it and fi-

nally the expected end is worthy of commendation.Why the need for a 
christian magazine that focuses on the youth? The world is fast becom-
ing a global village and the internet is fast becoming a means of out-
reach to people of this generation.Here at REPRESENT MAGAZINE 
our goal is to provide the youth of this generation with a great bank of 
materials that inspires, motivates, encourages,admonishes and shows 
what the true purpose of living for Christ as a young person is.We are 
aimed at making individuals that will represent Jesus wherever they 
find themselves and in whatever they do. We seek to produce influenc-
ers who don’t just sit and look but who do the right things for others 
to see, individuals that will be bold and courageous to show the world 
the light that they are. REPRESENT MAGAZINE is here to create 
more Davids,Daniels,Joshuas, Esthers and Calebs of this generation.

  I welcome you with great  joy to the first issue of  REPRESENT  MAG-
AZINE  and my prayer is that as you turn the pages you will find God, 
who is the answer to all of life’s problems and most importantly you 
will see yourself in the light of Gods word. In this issue we bring you 
the sizzling  interview with  the founder the Lafamily, he talks about 
how the vision started and his advice to the youth of today is profound 
and timeless.We are sure you’ll love our book reviews and also our 
book of the month. We don’t leave the movies  out, find out some 
of the amazing lessons you can learn from the movie STARWARS . I 
know you saw it on the cover , you are wondering who the best team 
in the world are. You will find all that and more in this issue. And we 
bring you church right in front of your screens, enjoy a timeless teach-
ing from the man of God, Pastor Kenneth.E.Hagin. We know the New 
Year is still fresh in our minds, we bring to you some NEW YEAR RES-
OLUTIONS  everyone should consider.The fiction and poetry section  
is sure to make you open your bible to find out the true story. All these 
are contained  in the preceeding pages, all geared to bless your life. We 
hope you will be blessed.We know you will be blessed, I’ll leave now so 
you can hit the next button on your device.Oooops just before I go, let 
me wish you a prosperous year ahead. Stay Fresh and Represent Christ.

...Udeh Chinedum



welcome to 2016
Happy New 

Year!!! 5 Easy Ways 
t o  g e t  m o r e  b i b l e 
i n t o  y o u r  d a y 
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T E AM  M EMB E R S

Unlike the eleven players 
needed to form a full team 

in football,only two members is 
enough to be called a complete 
team.Even though we are more 
than that ,you can see some of 
them in churches,prayer meetings 
,in the bus,streets,social media 
they are just everywhere .Team 
members are ever FRESH because 
we are wonderfully and fearfully 
made plus we always eat his word 
and drink from the living waters.

O U R  L O G O

Every team has its logo, so do 
we in my team, and am sure 

you’re guessing what our logo is 
right now. Our logo is the cross 
because on that cross our team 
captain did it all for us and his 
last words were ‘it is finished’, you 
might see some carry it about 
that’s the reason. Don’t get con-
fused with those that idolize it, 
they are not on our team.The only 
one we worship is HIM.
               

                 O U R  J E R S E Y

We don’t go about running 
in a rectangular pitch for 

90mins, wearing shorts and nike 
boots.Our dress code is a lot dif-
ferent with that and it deals more 

of the inner outfit the one you can 
see.We put on helmets of salva-
tion,for belts we use the truth,for 
shirts we put on righteousness,for 
shoes we put on peace that comes 
from the Good news.In addition 
to those,we hold up the shield of 
faith to stop the fiery arrows of the 
devil,lest i forget the sword of the 
spirit which is the word of God 
.Did i say sword? Yes i did ,we 
don’t play matches we fight battles.

G O A L S

Since we don’t play matches, 
you already know that we 

don’t score goals .Instead we win 
souls that’s our goal;increasing 
the population of our team and 
depopulating hell.When any one 
of us wins a soul, our audience in 
Heaven celebrate and jubilate.You 
need to see the stunts the angels 
be pulling up there .lol
           

         T E AM  S I G N I N G S

I’m a team member so lemme 
tell y’all about how much i was 

signed for. Apparently, when i 
joined i was inquisitive to how 
much i was bought, because i 
knew it would have cost our coach 
much to buy me from my for-
mer team(TEAM SIN) because, 
he made me believe that i owed 
him a lot and all the wages i got 
equaled DEATH. I learnt i was 
bought for the most expensive 
price in the world ,THE BLOOD 
OF THE ONE WHO OWED SIN 

NOTHING AND HAD CRED-
IT FROM SIN. Apparently that 
makes me the most expensive 
player ever bought.I wondered 
why i was bought for so much a 
price, even though i hadn’t any 
impressive skills at all .You want 
to know why? join the team today 
and find out

  

O U R  C O A C H

This post would be incomplete 
without telling you about my 

coach.The one responsible for the 
success of the team,I call him fa-
ther but some call him Abba,King 
of Kings etc.The list is endless 
but he is popularly called JESUS 
CHRIST,he died on the cross paid 
for your salvation and bought you 
from sin,so wouldn’t you go and 
get it now.It’s free of charge mind 
you. Join the team today and see 
your name all over the dailies in 
Heaven.
If you would like to join this team 
today, why not say this prayer 
with me

Dear father and coach i believe 
that you died for me ,i confess you 
as God over my life i declare am 
a member of your team today pls 
come and dwell in my heart in 
Jesus name i pray.
If you said the prayer above, 
welcome to the team and for those 
already on TEAM JESUS lets keep 
repping for Jesus and getting more 
team members

THE BEST TEAM IN THE WORLD

No doubt that belonging to Team 
Jesus means that you are in the 
best team in the world, but here 
is a few reasons why Team Jesus 
Rocks.

REPRESENT MAG #5



‘‘LA FAMILY IS bASICALLY AbOUT 
LEARNING ANd AppLYING 
THE WORd OF GOd dAILY. 
WE ENCOURAGE pEOpLE 

TO STUdY THE WORd OF GOd dAILY
 ANd AppLY IT INTO THEIR  LIvES 

AS WELL’’

Read our interview with IKE AMADI on page 19
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Meditate on a
 particular verse from 

your daily reading

1
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Meditate on a
 particular verse from 

your daily reading

Mark Driscoll is not Henri Nouwen. He writes boldly, bluntly, at times abrasively. The “Porn-
Again Christian” is a short work dedicated to exposing the sinfulness and dangers of pornog-
raphy and masturbation among men (to whom Driscoll addresses this to). It is broadly broken 
down into three parts: Driscoll uses Scripture to demonstrate porn’s sinfulness and to bring 
men to repentance, a transcript of James Dobson’s interview with rapist and serial killer Ted 
Bundy on the eve of his execution where the murderer reveals how prevalent pornography was 
in the formation of his fatal fantasies and crimes and a sobering explanation by Justin Hol-
comb of sex trafficking and forced prostitution in the world today.

In  o u r  b o o k  r e v i e w  s e c t i o n  f o r  t h i s  m o n t h ,  w e  h av e  p u t  u p  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  g o o d 
r e a d s  f o r  e v e r y  y o u t h .  A l s o  w e  r e v i e w  Ay o  S t i l o  O n i ’s  G ap s .  A  f i c t i o n a l  b o o k  f o r 
e v e r y  f i c t i o n  l o v e r.  S i t  b a c k  a n d  e n j o y  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  w e’ v e  p u t  to g e t h e r  f o r  y o u .

Our actions are a direct result of our thoughts. If we have a negative mind, we will have a negative life. If, on the 
other hand, we renew our mind according to God's Word, we will prove out "the good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God" for our lives.'Worry, doubt, confusion, depression, anger and feelings of condemnation - all these are attacks 
on the mind. But take heart! Joyce Meyer has helped millions to change their lives by changing the way they think.
Joyce Meyer's all-time bestselling book:
· Shows you how to control the thousands of thoughts you have every day, helps you to rec-
ognise damaging thoughts that can inf luence your life, Identifies the 'Wilderness Mentali-
ties' that hold us back and demonstrates how to focus your mind to think the way Jesus thought. 
Joyce shares the trials, tragedies and ultimate victories from her own marriage, family and ministry that have led 
her to amazing, life-transforming truth, and reveals her thoughts and feelings every step of the way

If you’re fed up with self-centered relationships that end in disillusionment, 
it’s time to rethink romance. Finding the loving, committed relationship you 
want shouldn’t mean throwing away your hopes, your integrity, or your heart
In Boy Meets Girl, Joshua Harris —the guy who kissed dating goodbye—makes 
the case for courtship. As old-fashioned as it might sound, courtship is what 
modern day relationships desperately need. Think of it as romance chap-
eroned by wisdom, cared for by community, and directed by God’s Word.

A #1  New York  Times  best s e l l e r,  The  Pur pose  Dr iven  Li fe  w i l l  help  you 
understand  why  you  are  a l ive  and  reveal  God ' s  amazing  p lan  for  you 
both  here  and  now,  and  for  e te r nity.  Rick  War ren  w i l l  g uide  you  through 
a  personal  for ty -day  spir i tual  jour ney  that  w i l l  t rans for m your  an-
swer  to  l i fe ' s  most  impor tant  quest ion :  What  on  ear th  am I  here  for ? 
Know ing  God ' s  pur pose  for  c reat ing  you  w i l l  reduce  your 
s tress ,  focus  your  energ y,  s impli f y  your  dec i s ions ,  g ive  mean-
ing  to  your  l i fe ,  and  most  impor tant ,  prepare  you  for  e te r nity.

The  book  u s es  f i c t in  to  br ing  bib le  s tor ies  a l ive  by  weav ing  local  s e t t ing s  and 
convers at ions ,  to  which  we  can  eas i ly  re late  ,  around bible  nar rat ions .More 
impor tant ly  the  l e ss ons  f rom the  s e lec ted  s tor ies  become real  and  pers onal .  It  i s 
a  re fe reshing  way  for  readers  to  remind  thems elves  o f  the  pr inc ip les  that  for m 
the  bedrock  of  the  chr i s t ian  faith  and  the  prac t i ccal  implicat ions  for  the ir  l ives 
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GROUNDNUT LOVE

M y love for boiled groundnuts dates back 
to my undergraduate days. Whenev-
er groundnut was in season, hawk-

ers of these delicious nuts- boys, girls and women 
would flock our lecture theatres, departmental 
corridors, hostels and all the streets and walk-
ways of the university, in droves! Unlike their 
counterparts in other places, one was allowed to 
“taste” a handful of the brown-capsuled nuts be-
fore ordering for some. This meant that every 
time a hawker approached, I could either ask for 
or grab a handful to the delight of my taste buds.
The only thing that stood between me and my love for 
groundnuts was the way it was strewn everywhere. No 
part of campus was spared of this litter; one could safe-
ly assume that there was a “throw as you chew” com-
petition going on among the students. I found a way 
out of this obstacle by asking for two wraps each time 
I bought some g-nuts; one for the whole nuts and the 
other for the empty shells. It was the perfect solution as 
I could chew as many nuts as I wanted and as frequent-
ly as I could afford them without a heavy conscience.
It is groundnut season again and every time a hawker 
comes near me, my first impulse is to reach out and 
grab some nuts but…. My hands never leave my side 
knowing that this is not UniCal and I may be lynched 
for stealing someone’s groundnuts. This is Lagos, 
the land of mass lynching of thieves and perceived 
thieves. As far as I know, all one has to do is shout, 
“Ole!” and the mob will come running. No, I don’t 
want to die with a tyre ring around my head. A peace-
ful sleep on my own bed or while sitting on my couch 
some time in my 80s will do just fine, thank you.

Knowing that I cannot grab a few nuts without the 
owner’s permission, why should I find it easy to steal 
someone’s house without permission? I mean, who 
takes possession of someone’s house just because he 
was allowed access to visit regularly? So, if my friend 
allows me to go in and out of her apartment with-
out restrictions, I might as well take over the entire 
apartment and kick her out? Unfortunately, this is be-
coming a common practice among believers and so-
ciety applauds in glee as we desecrate His apartments.
He lives within us; every one of us who bear the name 
of Christ and believe in His saving grace. Courtship 
is not the same as marriage and it is only within the 
bonds of the marital union that He permits couples to 
have sex with each other. Every time we give in to sex-
ual thoughts, fantasies and actions, we are taking his 
kindness for granted and invariably kicking Him out 
of our bodies- His abode. I am writing to believers who 
have been washed by the blood of the Lamb not those 
outside the Kingdom. Sexual purity is an act of rever-
ence to him. It is one of the deepest forms of worship. 
He loves us too much to lynch us when we steal from 
Him but His grace should not be taken for granted.
#NuffSaid!
#LetsNotGiveTheWorldAChanceToWatchUsPull-
DownOurFathersKingdom
#SexualPurityIsPossibleBecauseHisGraceIsAvailable
#IPrayForYouPrayForMe
#TogetherWeWillWinThisRace

©Ini Akpan
iniakpan.com



AMAZING F A C T S
1.  You breathe on average about 5 million times a year.

2. Months that begin on a Sunday always have a Friday the 13th in them.

3. You are born with 300 bones, by the time you are an adult you will have 206.

4. The average lead pencil will write a line about 35 miles long or write approximately 50,000 English words.

5. One fourth of the bones in your body are in your feet.

6. The average person spends 2 weeks of their lifetime waiting for the light to change from red to green.

7. It takes more calories to eat a piece of celery than the celery has in it.

8. The present population is expected to rise to 15 Billion by the year 2080.

9. The largest recorded snowflake was 15 inches wide and 8 inches thick.

10. The tip of a bullwhip moves so fast that the sound it makes is actually a tiny sonic boom.

11. A broken clock is right two times a day.

12. Just like fingerprints, everyone’s tongue is different

13. Coca-Cola would be green if the food colorant wasn’t added.

14. The elephant is the only mammal that can’t jump!

15. Coffins used for cremation are usually made with plastic handles.

16. “Almost” is the longest word in the English language with all the letters in alphabetical order.

17. Human thigh bones are stronger than concrete.

18. Cockroaches can live several weeks with their heads cut off.

19. It is impossible to sneeze with your eyes open. We dare you, give it a try!

20. A Ten Gallon Hat will only hold 3/4 of a Gallon
REPRESENT MAG #10



BOOK OF THE MONTH

Jesus in Jeans (Novel) is a Fast-paced and contemporary narrative about the life of Jesus.Jesus in 
Jeans beggars one simple question; if Jesus were alive in the 21st century, how would His story be 
told?
Meet Jay Elion; rebel born of a virgin. He rides a Ducati Diavel AMG and his twelve-man crew rides 
in a Mercedes Benz sprinter.He’s lived through a train wreck, four assassination attempts and he’s 
defied every known natural law.
It’s very likely you have met him and not known it because he looks ordinary even though he could 
graze Everest to the ground if it stood in his way. He’s on a mission and it begins in Y’Isra.

In his book Gaps,Ayo Stilo oni does a good job filling the gaps in scripture. With his elegant 
style of writing and use of simple english, Ayo Stilo Oni leaves an imprint on the readers 
imagination.He does a good job to provide the reader with a good and unbiased christian 

fiction which is solely based on bible stories. His stories are interesting and fascinating which 
makes the reader want to read another story and another story.The book not only contains 
fictional stories but Ayo Stilo Oni shows his literary prowess with the addition of some poetry 
which we find in some pages of the book.The collection of stories begin with the apostle Peter’s 
first person description of his encounter with Jesus during the miracle of feeding the five thou-
sand men and his walking on the water experience. we hear Thomas-the doubting Thomas- dis-
couraging Peter from going out of the boat to meet Jesus and just as Peter was about to give in 
to Thomas’ speech, Matthew  touched him and said ‘‘its the master, He calls you and you should 
go’’. We know how the story ends.
A captivating book which will keep every reader glued to the pages wanting to know what happens 
next because Ayo Stilo Oni does a good job presenting every story with a twist everyone can relate 
to through daily life and activities.The last story is the account of Mary Magdalene’s relationship 
with the man she was caught in adultery with and how she meets Jesus. ‘‘The Rabbi beckoned me 
forward, where are your accusers, look around you, see there is no one here to condemn you and I 
will not.I have seen your pain and I know it hurts. Go and sin no more’’.

After reading this book the reader is meant to see the stories in the bible in a whole new spectrum of light. In 163 pages Ayo Stilo 
Oni gives us good fiction binds good fiction into the pages of a book called Gaps, leaving us to ponder on the silent Gaps in scripture 
which only God can fill only if we listen to Him as we read His word. An interesting and impactful book that is worth the read.
Ayo Stilo Oni is a Pilot and when he is not flying on Sunday, he is a Sunday school teacher in his local church .

Determine to do what 
the word says

2
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FICTION

I am tired’’ He said, ‘and it’s been a 
long day.John! James! Please get 
ready to move to Bethsaida while I 

send the people away to their homes to 
rest. It is late and they must not sleep 
here’’. He looked over His shoulder and 
saw His two friends raising their voic-
es; He shouted at them, ‘‘Andrew and 
Judas stop arguing over there about 
nothing and help Bartholomew and 
the others gather the loaves and fish.’’
We continued to gather until late in 
the night and that finished quick-
ly when John and James got back 
and joined in. That night, no one 
could understand... how can we? As 
we stood wondering how the crowd 
would eat only a few hours ago, He 
took almost nothing and made it 
everything because out of 5 loaves 
and 2 fishes, we gathered 12 baskets 
of food! We were all quiet within, yet 
we screamed for answers. How did 
He do that? How can He? Well, not 
that I am sceptical about everything 
but I need to understand who He 
is and how he does these things!
When the gathering ended, Judas 
made sure it was properly stored. I 
laughed when I saw him shake his head 
as he counted the baskets over and 
over again, as if not to believe it was 
real. Then we heard it, our Rabbi said 
we should now be on our way to Beth-
saida! What! Not at this time! Then we 
saw Him pause and look up towards 
the hills, maybe He has changed His 
mind, no! He gazed through us and 
said casually that He would be with us 
later, which I wondered how, that He 
wanted to be alone to pray. This was 
all we needed, another thing to do , 
especially at this time of the night.We 
needed rest, well I needed rest! Why 
could we not join Him to pray? Ques-
tions, questions, I seem to have them, 
I do not know if the others have them 
too? We did as He requested and got 
ourselves ready for the journey. The 
weather looked dull and cold. From 
the dark clouds gathering, it seemed a 
storm was brewing but it did not ap-
pear threatening and I was sure with 
the hands on deck, everything would 

be okay. Still none had anything to say 
except Thomas who kept on asking 
whether we saw this or that; finding 
it difficult to believe even though he 
helped with the gathering. We were 
all tired and we all wanted to sleep. 
On the mount, as the Rabbi prayed, 
He spoke softly and was smiling. He 
thanked God His father for everything 
and asked how things are. He got an-
swered and received more revelations. 
His father told Him that the boat will 
be in trouble and Peter would need to 
be bolstered in faith. He thanked Him 
again and looked up. He knew He had 
to be quick,on time, so He  walked 
down the mount to the shoreline and 
looked in the direction of the boat. Not 
taking notice of the storm that brewed 
and the waves that tossed, he whis-
pered something and started smiling 
and then, He continued walking on. 
Though I did not hear what He said, 
but the winds gave me their witness, 
much later, to His muffled words. T 
hey heard Him say ‘‘Father, thank you’’!
At that moment,Matthew bumped on 
Phillip on the lower deck as he slept, 
they both woke up! James and I were 
struggling to steer the boat while 
others got together, holding fast to 
something very firmly. Fear was in 
the air, though a thought must have 
lingered in their hearts and mind, no 
one could utter it in words, none but 
me! ‘Jesus where are you?’ I screamed!
He was nearby and He heard my cry. 
The winds and the waves made way 
for Him, for they knew their source 
and also saw His glory. I remember 
it was Thaddeus who first saw some-
thing moving on the sea taht night, 
because I remember him pointing at 
something. He beckoned to Judas, 
who cried, ‘Jehovah! Its a spirit’ This 
got the attention of others including 
me, and we did see the glow and cre-
id out in fright. Even in the storm, we 
heard a voice, a still gentle voice and as 
we listened closely we recognised that 
it was the voice of the Master but we 
did not want to believe because we left 
Him behind. Again, the voice beck-
oned, calming, as if cutting through 

the gale, it said, ‘Fear not, it is me!’
I wanted to believe, so I told John to 
come and help James steer. When He 
took hold of the wheel, I went close 
to the edge and cried out, ‘Jesus, if 
it is you, let me come to you.’ In my 
heart fear danced but I stayed strong 
because I wanteed to believe. Then I 
heard His voice saying, ‘Come!’ Thom-
as grabbed my arm, ‘‘Are you okay? 
Do you really think it’s the Master? 
How could He walk on water, do you 
really think someone can ever walk on 
water? Think, do you want to die?’’ I 
gazed at him, I could see fear smiling 
through his eyes and as I was about to 
give in, Matthew touched me and said, 
‘It’s the Master, He calls you and you 
should go. With that all looked at me 
as I took my legs overboard and found 
out I could stand. All gasped as I took 
few steps away from the boat, even 
the winds abd waves saw my glory. 
But when I saw how fierce the winds 
and the high raging winds were, fear 
reigned in my soul and when these 
elements saw my fear, they began 
their quest to swallow me. I was sink-
ing! So, I screamed ‘‘Lord, save me!’’
He heard my cries and came. I saw 
Him move gently yet swiftly and 
held my arm, when I thought it was 
finally over. Smiling as he brought 
me up with His faith, he said, ‘So lit-
tle faith, Peter, so little. Why did you 
doubt?’ As I walked with Him, now I 
know who He is, now I understand. 
All I could do was sigh because I fell 
short. Yet He held me firmly not con-
demning my faith and as we got on 
board, the winds and waves ceased. 
Others exclaim what I know and now 
testify that: ‘‘He is the Son of God!’’

Matthew 14:19-33  

FLOATING ROCK.....AYO STILO ONI
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I once listened to a song with the intro saying ‘‘This is church for those of you that don’t like to go to 
church but I know you love to go to church because you are reading this article. Today at REPRESENT 
church we have a guest minister, one who has been used by God immensely through his timeless teach-
ings of faith which was fully lived out in his life. some call him the father of faith. did i hear you say his 
name? yes your guess is as good as mine. His name is Kenneth.E. Hagin and the following is an excerpt 
from his message

message title: PRAY boldly by kenneth e. hagin

Effective prayer involves boldness. There are many 
things we do not need to pray for—but it is all right to 
pray for boldness.

We do not need to pray for faith, because our faith is in-
creased by feeding it on God’s Word and exercising it. But 
the Bible does
show us that we can pray for boldness. Peter and John were 
bold when they used the Name of Jesus to minister to the 
lame man at the gate called Beautiful. They were bold when 
they proclaimed the Name of Jesus to the crowd
that gathered. The Jewish authorities noticed their boldness 
and commanded them to preach and teach no more in the 
Name of Jesus (Acts 4:13, 18). Being let go, they went to their 
own company and reported all the chief priests and elders 
had said to them. Then the wholecompany of believers lifted 
up their voice with one accord in
prayer unto God. 

ACTS 4:29–30
29 And now, Lord, 
behold their threaten-
ings: and grant unto 
thy
servants, that with 
all boldness they may 
speak thy word,
30 By stretching forth 
thine hand to heal; 
and that signs and 
wonders
may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus.
That prayer was answered!

ACTS 4:31
31 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were
assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and
they spake the word of God with boldness.
Another New Testament exampleof someone seeking 
boldness is Paul. This apostle of faith asked the Church at 
Ephesus to pray for him “that utterance may be given unto 
me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make know
the mystery of the gospel, for which I aman ambassador in 
bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to
speak” (Eph. 6:19–20). The Ephesians’ prayer for Paul was a 
prayer of supplication.

Boldness to Act
We may not know what to pray for, but thank God, the Holy 
Spirit does. We need boldness to act on God’s Word and on 
what His Spirit may say to us. I can sense the Spirit searching 
for those whom He can trust to pray and act with boldness. 
He needs them. Many people have jobs and duties that 

prevent them 
from giving 
themselves 
wholeheartedly 
to intercession. 
Yet I have 
found that as 
we go about 
doing whatever 
we have to do, 
on the inside 

of us, we can be praying. There are jobs where it would be 
very difficult for you to pray while working. So God would 

    DO NOT THROW OFF 
  THAT BURDEN TO PRAY 
WHEN IT COMES. BE BOLD

Share it  
with a  friend 
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have to seek out someone else. But there are some jobs—particularly 
if you are not working with your mind but with your hands—where 
you could give yourself to prayer even while you’re working. Don’t 
throw off that burden to pray when it comes. Be bold
to act on it. One day while I was still pastoring, I was driving along 
attending to some business and visiting people. Suddenly, I had an 
urge to pray for my younger brother. He was backslidden at the time 
and not walking with the Lord. An alarm went off within me. So I 
went 
along 
pray-
ing 
on the 
inside, 
even 
while 
I was 
talk-
ing to 
other people. On the inside of me, something was reaching out to 
God on his behalf. I carried that thing around with me two or
three days until it just lifted. I didn’t know what it concerned. Later 
on, in conversation, my brother said to me, “I’ll
tell you one thing. The Lord sure helped me the other day.” At that 
time, he owned a ranch. He told me
that a 5-gallon can of gasoline he was holding in his hand exploded. 
He was not the least
bit hurt! But three days before it happened, I was praying. I am satis-
fied if I had thrown that off and not yielded
to it, my brother could have been severely burned and perhaps 
killed.
What if I hadn’t prayed?

Boldness Before the Throne

ISAIAH 43:25–26
25 I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy
transgressions for mine own sake, and will not
remember thy sins.
26 Put me in remembrance: let us plead
together: declare thou, that thou mayest be justified.

Here is a challenge from the covenant-keeping God to Israel. 
It is also a challenge to the Church. For if God kept His 
covenant with them, He will keep His covenant with us. The 

believer has covenant rights in prayer, as well as other covenant
rights. Yet one outstanding problem defeats believers in their prayer 

life. When we come to God, we have a feeling of infe-
riority, a sense of sin consciousness, because we know 
we have failed. We have a guilt complex. And when we 
come into the presence of God, we don’t know whether 
He hears us.
But look at what God said: “I, even I, am he that blotteth 
out thy transgressions
for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins” (Isa. 

43:25).
Why did God say He would blot out our transgressions? 
He did it for His own sake. He wanted to bless us, and 
He couldn’t without doing this. When we know that God 
blotted out our sin—that He doesn’t
remember we ever did anything wrong—we can come to 
Him with confidence and faith. We lose sin conscious-
ness and instead have Son consciousness!
We are sons of God. We are joint heirs with Jesus Christ. 
We are covenant people. We have a legal right—a gospel 
right, a family right—to enter the throne room.
When Jesus went into the presence of the Father, He 
didn’t go in with just His head, leaving His little finger 
outside saying, “Oh, I’m embarrassed.” No! He didn’t 
have any condemnation in His little finger.
We are the Body of Christ. That means the Body can go 
into the presence of God the Father with the same confi-
dence and assurance that the Head
can. Boldly!
Bear One Another’s Burdens
Scripture tells us to “bear ye one another’s burdens” (Gal. 
6:2).
The word bear means “to lift with the idea of removing.” 
Prayer
is one wa y we can remove people’s burdens.

W E  A R E  T H E  B ODY  OF  C H R I ST. 
T HAT  M E A N S  T H E  B ODY  C A N  G O  I N TO

T H E  P R E SE NC E  OF  G OD  T H E  FAT H E R 
W I T H  T H E  S A M E  C ON F I DE NC E  A N D  A S SU R A NC E

T HAT  T H E  H E A D  C A N .  B OL DLY !
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IKE AMADI,

FOUNDER OF THE LAFAMILY



1.    Tell us about your educational background?
I did computer engineering in the university. Started as a veterinary  medical student in UNN, and left in 2nd year for Russia to 
study computer  engineering. So I do have an engineering background. Still improving myself as I am currently doing a PhD pro-
gram in the same.

2.What is the LA Family about and how did it start?
LA Family is basically about learning and applying the word of God daily. We encourage people to study the word of God daily 
and apply it into their  lives as well. The L means Learn and the A, Apply; hence, LA family. Social Media plays an important role 
in what we do as we share what we learn via  social media i.e, Whatsapp, Facebook, Twitter, and BBM.  LA Family started in 2013 
when I wanted to read the Bible but didn’t want to  read it alone. I posted the program on my website and a host of other people  
joined in the study with me. I’ll like to say we have a full-fledged leadership team. These faithful ones – Liz, Oluseun, Orode, and a 
host of  others - have greatly helped to ensure the sustainability and expansion of  our program.

3.    You are an author of a book endorsed by Fela Durotoye, tell us about it?
Yes, I am. The title of the book is ‘Do Something!’ which is also my life’s  purpose, to encourage people to do something to better 
themselves, their  families and their communities.  I believe that young people need to keep  improving themselves and engaging 
in meaningful activities so as not to succumb to the pressures of life especially at the struggling stage. So the book is basically about 
instilling what I call the ‘do something’ consciousness in us.

4. You reside in Russia, any plans of settling in Nigeria?
Well, as the spirit leads. I am actually still on an academic program here, so when I am done I will hopefully return and contribute 
my quota to the  betterment of Nigeria. I enjoyed my 16 months of staying in Nigeria during my NYSC and hope to return to do 
something to further develop Nigeria.

5. You won a prize in an online competition some years back, how did it feel to be a winner?
Haha. Of course it felt good to win. Well, we worked hard for it and God  blessed our work. I entered because I wanted to win, so 
kept at it and won. You know one of those things you just want to win to help move your ministry forward. Haha.

6. What do you do in your leisure time?
I try to read, but mainly chat. I chat a lot. My phone is my office because of the role social media plays in what we do at LA family. 
So I try to add  some leisure to it by chatting and catching up with friends. I also watch  sermons a lot. You know, Pastors Kumuyi, 
Adeboye, Oyedepo and Enenche. These men have fire in their bones, and one needs to contact it so as to stay fired up always.

7.What is your Favorite food and color?
Anything Nigerian is favorite to me. I’d say green has become a favorite  color for me, again because of LA family. Green represents 
fruitfulness for us. Otherwise, I’d go for dark blue.

8.What scripture inspires you the most?
John 9:4 – I must work the works of him that sent me while it is day for the night cometh when no man can work.

9. In one word describe the bible and what version do you use?
One word: Wisdom. I use NKJV, it is the official version of LA family. I also use ESV, and sometimes NIV.

Author,Encourager,Hardworking,a Do Something person, Computer Engineer are a few 
words to describe Ike Amadi, the founder of the La Family. In this interview he shares with us 
how it all started and his advice to the youth is profound and invaluable. He also tells us about 

how he left the country to study in Russia.
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 Holy Spirit to 
 reveal to you
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10.Are you in a relationship and when are we going to come and witness you kiss the bride?
> Haha. Soon, hopefully, soon. But currently in relationship with LA family : )  Hopefully soon I’ll find a young lady to pursue and 
fulfill life’s purpose  with. For now, we are focusing on laying foundation for the empire.

11.What is your advice for the 21st century youth that wants to represent God in their society.
Read, read and read again. Be intellectually and spiritually sound. Know  something so that you can actively participate in the 
salvation of the souls of men from your workplace. Basically, keep doing something and don’t  compromise or lower your standards 
for anyone or anything.

12.Additional information you will like to make available to us.
I’ll say love Jesus, read your Bible, pray and keep doing something. You will succeed! And don’t forget to visit  the website where 
you can find out more at www.theLAfamily.org/signup to join us.
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10  Bible 
 ON

Verses

O VL E

1
John 3:16

John 3:16  “God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life.

10
John 13:35

By this all people will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.”

3
1 Cor 12:4

“Love is patient and kind; love does 
not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 
or rude. It does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it 

9
Gen 29:20

Genesis 29:20 “Jacob served seven 
years to get Rachel, but they seemed 
like only a few days to him because 
of his love for her.”

6
John 14:15

John 14:15 “If you love Me, you will 
keep My commandments.”

7
1 Pet 4:8

First Peter 4:8  “Above all, keep lov-
ing one another earnestly, since love 
covers a multitude of sins.”

5
John 13:34

 “A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love 
one another. 

4
Mark 12 30-31

Mark 12:30-31 “And you shall 
love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and with 
all your strength.’ 

8
Prov 17:17

Proverbs 17:17 “A friend loves at 
all times, and a brother is born for 
adversity.”

2
 Deuteronomy 6:5

‘‘You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul 
and with all your might
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   11 Resolutions Everyone Should Consider Making This Year

Jesse Carey is an editor at RELEVANT and a mainstay on the weekly RELEVANT Podcast. He lives in Virgin-
ia Beach with his wife and son.

We’ve all done it: Made resolutions to work out regularly, to stick to a budget, to eat better. Those are all great 
goals. And they can pay off if we stick to them. But the thing about strict resolutions is that when we break 
them, it can feel like we’ve failed, and it becomes easy to ditch them altogether.
That’s why we’ve created this list of 11 New Year's resolutions that everyone should consider making in 2016. 
These aren’t just based on do’s and don’ts, but small habits that can make a difference in our lives—even if we 
don’t do the best job of always sticking with them (see No. 7).

1. To Spend More Time in Conversations that Matter
Too often, days at a time can go by with the conversations we have with our friends, family members and 
co-workers going no deeper than surface-level chit-chat. Though there’s nothing wrong with joking around, 
theorizing about the latest episode of Serial or strategizing about fantasy football, if we’re not intentional 
about regularly engaging in deeper conversations—that challenge us intellectually, spiritually and socially—
too often, those types of talks can become increasingly rare.
Complaining about something can offer momentary relief from frustrations, but working on solutions to the 
problems in our world can actually fix the things that are broken.

2. To Complain Less and Do More
We’re all guilty of it from time to time: We see something broken—in culture, the Church, the government, in 
our own personal relationships—and our first instinct is to vent about it instead of thinking of ways we can 
help change it. Complaining about something can offer momentary relief from frustrations, but working on 
solutions to the problems in our world can actually fix the things that are broken.

3. To Spend Less Time Worrying
Any time spent worrying is time wasted. It’s also counterproductive. As author and activist Corrie ten Boom 
said in The Hiding Place, “Worry does not empty tomorrow of its sorrow, it empties today of its strength."

4. To Pray More
It’s easy to pray less when we have lots of things to do, but really, life should work in the opposite way. As 
Martin Luther once said, “I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer.” No matter 
how busy we become, committing to spend more time praying—even if it’s during our commute, when we’re 
working out or throughout our day—is a key to growing spiritually.

5. To Listen to More New Music Every Week
With the rise of platforms like SoundCloud, NoiseTrade, Spotify and Pandora, keeping up with new music 
releases has never been more involved. But it’s also never been easier to find new artists and get introduced to 
songs you’ve never heard. Next year, consider making even more margin to check out innovative music and 
the artists who are shaping culture.
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6.  To Cut Others Some Slack
In the social media era, where everyone’s opinion gets a platform, it’s all too easy to fall into the trap of getting 
angry at our friends over things they say that we don’t agree with. Unfortunately, many times, that same mindset 
of taking offense at dumb stuff people say or do creeps into real-world relationships, the Church and workplaces. 
The thing is, most of the time, outrage is overrated. In 2016, commit to be offended less and reserving your anger 
for issues that really matter.

7.  To Cut Yourself Some Slack
We’ve all been driven to try to accomplish things but ended up falling short. We’ve all made mistakes. We’ve all 
failed. The good news is, God doesn’t expect perfection from us, and we shouldn’t expect it from ourselves. Next 
year, when you mess up, drop the ball or let people you care about down, do what you can to make it right, but be 
quick to move on and show yourself the same grace you extend to others.
Though being able to take a stand for what you believe is an admirable trait, so is listening to the other side and 
putting yourself in someone else’s shoes.

8.  To Read More Good Books
In a letter to a friend, C.S. Lewis once wrote, “Clearly, one must read every good book at least once every 10 
years.” Considering that there are thousands of “good” books to choose from, Lewis’ advice doesn’t seem all that 
practical, but that doesn’t make it any less powerful. No matter how much time you currently spend reading, 
there is even more potentially life-changing wisdom in the pages penned by some of humanity's great minds. All 
you have to do is take the time to read it.

9.  To Challenge Our Own Presuppositions More Often
Just take a look at recent news headlines, ongoing current events and debates in the Church, and it’s clear to see 
that we live in polarizing times. Though being able to take a stand for what you believe is an admirable trait, so 
is listening to the other side and putting yourself in someone else’s shoes. Even if we don’t end up changing our 
position on an issue, questioning our own long-held presuppositions doesn’t just serve to challenge our beliefs—
it can actually strengthen them.

10.  To Spend Less Time on Your Phone
When you reflect back on 2016 this time next year, you probably won’t remember your new Candy Crush high 
score or that listicle of things you didn’t know about the cast of Boy Meets World. Even if you’re not a full-fledged 
app addict, in the era of the iPhone, we can all use a little less time looking at screens, and more time enjoying 
the people and places around us.

11.  To Share More Meals with People You Care About
We’re all busy. And, the reality is, a lot of times it’s just more convenient to go to the drive-thru, eat lunch at your 
desk or use dinnertime to catch up on some Netflix. There’s nothing wrong with doing this every once in a while, 
but when eating on the run becomes a lifestyle, you end up depriving yourself—and others in your life—of mo-
ments that could be used to build deeper relationships.

REPRESENT MAG #25



POETRY

Who hasn’t heard the new Adele single Hello? Here is a poem inspired by that song a very lovely one.
Our poet Damilare beautifully paints a picture with less than a thousand words.Enjoy the read.

HELLO
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It’s been ten years since the last Star Wars movie (30 years since the last good one), and with the premier of 
The Force Awakens only days away, fans are practically going bonkers with anticipation. The new chapter 
promises to return Star Wars to its roots. Old faces will reappear, and young heroes will rise to shepherd the 
galaxy through another battle against evil. While the epic space opera has never been overtly Christian, it still 
incorporates themes which reflect the Gospel. So buckle up kids, prepare the hyperdrive, and don’t miss these 
five Christian messages found in Star Wars.
 
We are All Part of Something Bigger  
Who would you say is the hero of Star Wars? Maybe Luke Skywalker, he is the last Jedi Knight, and the only 
one who can defeat Darth Vader. Then again, Princess Leia was leading the rebellion years before he came 
along. What about old Obi-Wan? He sacrificed everything to give the galaxy a chance at peace, and he even 
stuck around after death to offer support.
In truth, each of these characters is fighting for something bigger than themselves. No matter how grand their 
individual achievements may be, it’s all done in the name of preserving galactic freedom. As Christians, we 
know the Body of Christ is made up of many people. 1st Corinthians even teach us that we all have an impor-
tant role to play in Christ’s ministry. It doesn’t matter if you’re a princess or a moisture farmer, we are all part 
of something bigger than ourselves.
 
Christians Need an Elegant Weapon
It’s hard to imagine the iconic Jedi without their lightsaber. Obi-Wan describes these trusty laser-swords as 
“an elegant weapon”, and in the hands of a master, it’s hard to argue with his assessment. A lightsaber can cut 

MOVIE REVIEW
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through metal, deflect blaster shots, and even bring light to dark places. When armed with one of these, a Jedi 
is a formidable foe. Without it, they’re in deep trouble.
Like the lightsaber, scripture is often portrayed as being a weapon. In Ephesians 6, believers are called to take 
up “the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God” in order to do battle with the enemy. While a lightsaber 
may be the hallmark of a true Jedi Knight, the Bible is the tool of a true Christian. When we keep it close, we 
can be a force for good, but without it, we’re next to useless.
 
Even the Best of Us Can Fall
There are few villains in the Star Wars universe more menacing than Darth Vader. With his crim-
son lightsaber and ragged breathing, this Dark Lord of the Sith inspires fear wherever he goes. Audi-
ences have witnessed him destroy planets, murder subordinates, and even torture his own children. 
Yet, perhaps the most distressing aspect of Vader’s character is that he used to be good. Long ago, Vad-
er was a Jedi Knight named Anakin Skywalker who fought to protect the people of the Galactic Republic. 
Skywalker was a great hero, but pride and anger led him over to the dark side. In the same way, even the best 
Christians are susceptible to sin and brokenness. Just look at Peter, who denied Christ, or David, who was 
guilty of murder and adultery. Sin, the dark side, is very real, and every Christian must be on guard against 
temptation.
 
Extraordinary Things can come from Unlikely Places
Of all the planets in the Star Wars universe, perhaps none is more unremarkable than the desert world of Ta-
tooine. Orbiting twin suns in the galaxy’s outer rim, Tatooine is a harsh and desolate place ruled by gangsters. 
Both the Empire and the Rebellion ignore the planet, preferring to focus on more important worlds like the 
industrial Coruscant or the beautiful Naboo. Despite all this, Tatooine has served as the origin point for some 
truly extraordinary characters. Anakin Skywalker was born there, his son Luke grew up there, not to mention 
the smuggler Han Solo was discovered there.
Much like Tatooine, Jesus was born in Bethlehem, a place so inconsequential it barely showed up on a map. 
The first people to hear of his birth were shepherds, men who fell on the lowest rung of the cast system. Even 
his parents were unlikely, just a simple carpenter and a virgin girl. Yet God has a way of taking ordinary things 
and transforming them into something truly exceptional.
 
It’s Never Too Late for Redemption
At the very end of The Return of the Jedi, just when it seems that all hope is lost, something incredible hap-
pens. Darth Vader, the longstanding antagonist of the series, sacrifices himself to save his son and defeat 
the emperor. Vader had believed he was too far gone to ever find redemption. He had done so many terrible 
things, betrayed so many people. How could he ever be forgiven?
Luke, on the other hand (no pun intended), never lost faith in Vader. In fact, he believed so strongly he was 
willing to pay the ultimate price for his forgiveness. There are many people like Vadar who look back on their 
mistakes and think it’s too late, but they are wrong. I doesn’t matter how far we’ve strayed or how mangled 
we’ve become, Jesus gave his life so that we could be forgiven (John 3:16). God doesn’t need to save you, He 
already has.
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There are 30 books of the Bible in this paragraph. Can you find them? This is a most remarkable puzzle. It 
was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him 
occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed it on to some friends...One friend from Illinois worked 
on this while fishing from his john boat. Another friend studied it while playing his banjo, Elaine Taylor, a 
columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend 
judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving, she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves. There will be 
some names that are really easy to spot. That’s a fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a 
jam, especially since the book names are not necessarily capitalized. Truthfully, from answers we get, we are 
forced to admit it usually takes a minister or a scholar to see some of them at the worst. Research has shown 
that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph. 
During a recent fund raising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a 
new record. The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this puzzle was one 
of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, “The books are all right here in 
plain view hidden from sight.” Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from those who have 
to be shown. One revelation that may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their 
numbers. Also, keep in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will 
help you compete really well against those who claim to know the answers. Remember, there is no need for a 
mad exodus, there really are 30 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting to be found. 

RIDDLES   &   JOKES
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